
TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT 
 

Why Study History? 
By: Ryan Broderick and Scott Hurwitz 

 
Grade:  6-12 
 
Length of class period: One 84 minute block 
 
Inquiry: Students often enter the history classroom in the beginning of the school year 

having preconceived notions about United States history.  Many kids believe that 
history is boring, or that it has no relevance to their everyday lives.  Why should 
they have to remember “stupid dates?”  The purpose of this lesson is to illustrate 
the significance of studying history.  It is designed to excite students about the 
upcoming school year, as well as scaffold some of the necessary skills of the 
subject area.  The lesson lays the groundwork and sets norms for both classroom 
and historical procedures.  The students will explore the questions of “what is 
history” and “why study history,” as well as examine the historian’s process of 
studying history.  It is the goal of this lesson to engage the students into the 
historical process. 

 
Objectives: Students will know and be able to: 

• Evaluate their role as student-historians in the history classroom 
• Differentiate between primary and secondary sources 
• Identify bias and perspective in sources 
• Apply core strategies in analyzing primary resources 

 
Materials:  

• PowerPoint Presentation 
• Primary vs. Secondary Sources Handout 
• Historical Bias and Perspectives Handout 
• Homework 

 
Activities: (Lesson will be based around PowerPoint Presentation) 

• Grabber: Slide #2-Class will draw their own interpretation of a historian.  Teacher 
led discussion will follow.  What are the students’ stereotypes?  Why do they 
have these stereotypes? 

• Slide #’s 3-7: What is history?  Teacher led discussion of slides.  Be sure to 
stimulate student involvement through active questioning.  Slide #6 illustrates the 
influence of media on historical perspective.  The famous Iwo Jima flag raising 
photo is actually the second time the flag was raised.  The raising did not denote 
the end of the battle, as three of the soldiers depicted never made it off of Iwo 
Jima.  Slide #7 shows the inaccuracies in portrayal that the painting presents.  The 
first circle denotes a female, the second an African-American, and the third a 
large iceberg.  Washington would not be standing in such treacherous conditions. 



• Slide #’s 8-11 help students to examine why they are studying history.  The child 
on Slide #10 took civic service to a very high level.  He met with his 
representative and was able to help pass a bill forbidding adults to smoke in a car 
occupied by minors.  A discussion should coincide with each slide, discussing 
student input and opinions on why history is studied. 

• Slide #12 introduces primary and secondary sources.  The two handouts should be 
passed out at this time.  Have class read handouts.  Answer any student questions.  
Be sure students are clear on the difference between a primary and secondary 
source. 

• Slide #13 explains the homework assignment.  Be sure students are aware that the 
assignment is due the following class.  Each student will be required to present 
their primary sources to the class, as a way to continue to build a solid learning 
community. 

• Exit Slip:  Students should complete an exit slip giving two examples of a primary 
source and two examples of a secondary source. 

 
Assessment: 
 
Informal- 

• Check and Monitor Progress 
• Participation in Discussion 

 
Formal- 

• Completion of Primary Source Homework Assignment 
• Personal Primary Source Presentation 
• Exit Slip  

 
 
Connecticut Framework Performance Standards:  

Educational experiences in Grades 9-12 will assure that students:  

• formulate historical questions and hypotheses from multiple perspectives, using 
multiple sources;  

• gather, analyze and reconcile historical information, including contradictory data, from 
primary and secondary sources to support or reject hypotheses;  

• use primary source documents to analyze multiple perspectives.  

• describe relationships between historical subject matter and other subjects they study, 
current issues and personal concerns.  
 



Primary vs. Secondary Sources 
 

Primary Sources 
 

Primary Sources are actual records of 
events that have survived from the past. 
Examples of primary sources include 
letters, photographs, diaries, poems, 
newspaper accounts, and interviews. 
 

Secondary Sources 
 

Secondary Sources are accounts of the 
past created by people who are not first-
hand witnesses of the event. Secondary 
sources offer an analysis or a restatement 
of primary sources. Examples of secondary 
sources include: dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, books and articles that 
interpret or review research works. 

 
Examples of Primary and Secondary Sources 

 
  Primary Source Secondary Source 

Aging Census data by age and 
state  Essay on the aging population 

History Mein Kampf (Hitler’s 
Autobiography) Book about the Third Reich 

Medicine Study of cancer treatment Article in Prevention about the 
study 

Music Beatles White Album The Ultimate Beatles 
Encyclopedia 

Political Science Treaty of Versailles Essay on Native American land 
rights 

Psychology Civilization and Its 
Discontents Biography of Freud 

Sports Game Program from 
Superbowl XL 

Hollywood Movie about 
Superbowl XL 

 

 

   



Historical Bias & Perspective 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 
How do these two articles demonstrate different examples of bias and perspectives on 
Columbus’s arrival in the New World? 
 
Please cite at least one specific example of bias or perspective from each source? 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 


