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Address to Congress
Requesting a Declaration of War with Japan
December 8, 1941

Mr. Vice President, and Mr. Speaker, and Members of the Senate and House of
Representatives:

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 -- a date which will live in infamy -- the United States of
America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of
Japan.

The United States was at peace with that Nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in
conversation with its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in
the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the
American Island of Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his colleague
delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message. And while
this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it
contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was
deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese
Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and
expressions of hope for continued peace.

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval
and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In
addition American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San
Francisco and Honolulu.

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam.

Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands.

Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway
Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area.
The facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United States have
already formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety
of our Nation.

As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that all measures be taken for
our defense.

But always will our whole Nation remember the character of the onslaught against us.

No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American
people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory. I believe that I interpret



the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves
to the uttermost but will make it very certain that this form of treachery shall never again
endanger us.

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our interests
are in grave danger.

With confidence in our armed forces- with the unbounding determination of our people- we will
gain the inevitable triumph- so help us God.

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on
Sunday, December 7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the
Japanese Empire.
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Teacher Note: FDR’s speech was broadcast via radio to the American people while Bush’s speech
was televised to the nation.

Teacher Discussion Sheet
Group Discussion: Objectives
1. What are the two main objectives of FDR’s speech? What are the two main objectives of
George Bush’s speech?
2. What themes were similar in these two speeches?
What themes contrasted in these two speeches?
4. What feelings did you have after reading FDR’s Speech? (were they anger, fear,
hopefulness, patriotism)
5. What feelings did you have after reading Bush’s Speech? (were they anger, fear,
hopefulness, patriotism)
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Group Discussion: Tone

1. Describe using examples the tone used in FDR’s speech. (Specific words/terms)

2. Describe using examples the tone used in Bush’s speech. (Specific words/terms)

3. Explain the non-verbal messages that Bush illustrates while speaking.

4. What techniques did FDR use to effectively communicate his speech via the radio?
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THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Today, our fellow citizens, our way of life, our very freedom came under
attack in a series of deliberate and deadly terrorist acts. The victims were in airplanes, or in their offices;
secretaries, businessmen and women, military and federal workers; moms and dads, friends and neighbors.
Thousands of lives were suddenly ended by evil, despicable acts of terror.

The pictures of airplanes flying into buildings, fires burning, huge structures collapsing, have filled us with
disbelief, terrible sadness, and a quiet, unyielding anger. These acts of mass murder were intended to
frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. But they have failed; our country is strong.

A great people has been moved to defend a great nation. Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our
biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These acts shattered steel, but they
cannot dent the steel of American resolve.

America was targeted for attack because we're the brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the
world. And no one will keep that light from shining.

Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature. And we responded with the best of America --
with the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers and neighbors who came to give blood
and help in any way they could.

Immediately following the first attack, | implemented our government's emergency response plans. Our
military is powerful, and it's prepared. Our emergency teams are working in New York City and Washington,
D.C. to help with local rescue efforts.

Our first priority is to get help to those who have been injured, and to take every precaution to protect our
citizens at home and around the world from further attacks.

The functions of our government continue without interruption. Federal agencies in Washington which had to
be evacuated today are reopening for essential personnel tonight, and will be open for business tomorrow.
Our financial institutions remain strong, and the American economy will be open for business, as well.

The search is underway for those who are behind these evil acts. I've directed the full resources of our
intelligence and law enforcement communities to find those responsible and to bring them to justice. We will
make no distinction between the terrorists who committed these acts and those who harbor them.

| appreciate so very much the members of Congress who have joined me in strongly condemning these
attacks. And on behalf of the American people, | thank the many world leaders who have called to offer their
condolences and assistance.



America and our friends and allies join with all those who want peace and security in the world, and we stand
together to win the war against terrorism. Tonight, | ask for your prayers for all those who grieve, for the
children whose worlds have been shattered, for all whose sense of safety and security has been threatened.
And | pray they will be comforted by a power greater than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 23:
"Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil, for You are with me."

This is a day when all Americans from every walk of life unite in our resolve for justice and peace. America
has stood down enemies before, and we will do so this time. None of us will ever forget this day. Yet, we go
forward to defend freedom and all that is good and just in our world.

Thank you. Good night, and God bless America.

END 8:35 P.M. EDT
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