TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT

Lesson Title — “Remember the Ladies”

Grade - 11
Length of class period — 45 minutes. This may take 2 class periods.

Inquiry — How did 18" century men of authority react to women who aspired to more than the
traditional role society expected of them?

Objectives (What content and skills do you expect students to learn from this lesson?)
e To decipher primary documents from 1776
e To discover how some women questioned the authority in their lives and advocated for
change

Materials (What primary sources or local resources are the basis for this lesson?) — (please
attach)

Letters from Abigail Adams to John Adams dated March 31, 1776 and May 7, 1776

Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams dated April 14, 1776

Letter from John Adams to fellow Massachusetts politician James Sullivan

Written Document Analysis Worksheet

Activities (What will you and your students do during the lesson to promote learning?)
*Start the lesson with a quick biography of Abigail Adams.
*Give each student a copy of the letters and a document analysis sheet for each letter. Working
with a partner, the students will decipher the document.
* As an entire class,
*discuss what grievances and suggestions Abigail discusses with John
*discuss John’s response to Abigail
*discuss the meaning of John’s correspondence with James Sullivan

How will you assess what student learned during this lesson?
Through class discussion and collection of the document analysis sheets.
Connecticut Framework Performance Standards —

*use primary source documents to analyze multiple perspectives
*explain how purposes served by government have implications for the individual and society
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Written Document Analysis Worksheet

TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one):

__ Newspaper __ Map _____Advertisement

_ Letter __ Telegram __ Congressional record
___ Patent __ Press release __ Census report

__ Memorandum __ Report __ Other

UNIQUE PHYSICAL QUALITIES OF THE DOCUMENT (Check one or more):

__ Interesting letterhead __ Notations

__ Handwritten __ "RECEIVED" stamp
__ Typed ___ Other

____ Seals

DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT:

AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT:

POSITION (TITLE):

FOR WHAT AUDIENCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN?

DOCUMENT INFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-E.)

A. List three things the author said that you think are important:

B. Why do you think this document was written?

C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the
document.

D. List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was
written:

E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document:
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