
TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT 
Lesson Title - Checks & Balances and the Treaty of Versailles 

From Joseph Lewerk 
 
Grade – 10-11 
 
Length of class period – 84 min 
 
Inquiry – (What essential question are students answering, what problem are they 

solving, or what decision are they making?) 
 
Using the 1919 Treaty of Versailles as background, what factors do United States 

Senators need to evaluate in deciding whether or not to approve treaties 
negotiated by the President? 

 
Objectives (What content and skills do you expect students to learn from this 

lesson?) 
 
Understand the purpose of the Treaty of Versailles. 
Analyze public and media opinion regarding the Treaty of Versailles. 
Synthesize available information to support your decision on approval or rejection of the 

Treaty of Versailles. 
 
Materials (What primary sources or local resources are the basis for this lesson?) – 

(please attach) 
 
World War I timeline (Stars & Stripes newspaper) 
Background information on the Treaty of Versailles (U.S. Dept of State, Office of the 

Historian) 
News Article #1, "Keeping the Treaty", Hartford Courant, 30 June 1919 
News Article #2, "With the Allies", Hartford Courant, 6 December 1919 
News Article #3, "An Ex Governor Speaks", Hartford Courant, 14 December 1919 
News Article #4, "Followed Wilson In Paris, Now Urge Him Not to Kill League", 

Hartford Courant, 15 May 1920 
News Article #5, "League Would Mean War, Says Sen Brandegee", Hatford Courant, 15 

October 1920 
News Article #6, "The Allies and Germany", Hartford Courant, 8 March 1921 
News Article #7, "Capt Moody Tells of Vienna's Plight", Hartford Courant, 13 March 

1921 
News Article #8, "Brandegee Greeted in Senate As One of Party's Leaders:, Hartford 

Courant, 6 July 1921 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Activities (What will you and your students do during the lesson to promote 

learning?) 
 
Student groups will take on the collective role of a newly appointed U.S. Senator from 
Connecticut. They’ll familiarize themselves with the events of the First World War and 
the details of the Treaty of Versailles using the information provided, to include 
reflecting the views of their constituents in Connecticut using the primary sources 
provided.  
 
Examining the information available, the group will determine the pros and cons of 
supporting the Treaty of Versailles in the Senate and use a graphic organizer for this 
purpose. Once the information has been analyzed and organized they will discuss their 
findings and attempt to reach a consensus as to how their group as a Senator would vote 
on the question of ratification. Its okay if they don’t all agree; in this case, majority rules. 
In preparation for a class debate on the question of ratification all students must have a 
fully completed graphic organizer. 
 
Following the class debate students will be tasked to individually write a letter to their 
constituents in Connecticut persuading them of the logic of their decision. This can be 
started in class or assigned as homework. 
 
How will you assess what student learned during this lesson? 
 
Group completion of a worksheet analyzing the pros and cons of support for the Treaty of 
Versailles. 
 
Class debate on whether the Treaty of Versailles should be ratified. 
 
Individual completion of a persuasive essay either supporting or opposing ratification of 
the Treaty of Versailles. 
 
 
Connecticut Framework Performance Standards – 
 
1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in United States 
history. 
1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in world 
history/international studies. 
1.7 Explain the purpose, structures and functions of government and law at the local, 
state, national and international levels. 
 



NAME __________________________ DATE ___________ PERIOD ________ 
 

 
Checks & Balances and the Treaty of Versailles 

 
 
Article II, Section 2, Clause 2 of the United States Constitution of 1789 states that the 
president “shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make 
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur…” 
 
With that fact in mind and through the power of imagination, transport yourself and your 
group to the collective role of a newly appointed U.S. Senator from Connecticut. You’ll 
need to quickly familiarize yourself with the events of the First World War and the 
details of the Treaty of Versailles, the peace treaty negotiated by President Wilson and 
submitted to the Senate (see attachment). Of course you’ll also need to ensure your 
decision on the treaty reflects the views of your constituents in Connecticut. To that end 
eight news articles from Connecticut’s largest newspaper are provided to give you a 
sense for the sentiments back home. 
 
Examining the information available, your group will determine the pros and cons of 
supporting the Treaty of Versailles in the Senate. Use the graphic organizer on the 
reverse for this purpose. Once the information has been analyzed and organized discuss 
your findings and attempt to reach a consensus as to how your group as a Senator would 
vote on the question of ratification. Its okay if you can’t all agree; in this case, majority 
rules. In preparation for a class debate on the question of ratification all students must 
have a fully completed graphic organizer. 
 
As an individual assessment of this activity you will be tasked to write a persuasive essay 
in the form of a letter to your Connecticut constituents that: 
a) clearly states your position on the question of ratification in an introduction that briefly 
describes your arguments for or against the treaty 
b) describes the 3 reasons for your decision with supporting facts from the information 
provided 
c) concludes by briefly restating your position and reasoning along with either a call to 
action/reconciliation 



Checks & Balances and the Treaty of Versailles 
Graphic Organizer 

 
DOCUMENT PROS CONS 

News Article #1, "Keeping the 
Treaty", Hartford 
Courant, 30 June 1919 

 

  

News Article #2, "With the Allies", 
Hartford Courant, 6 
December 1919 

 

  

News Article #3, "An Ex Governor 
Speaks", Hartford 
Courant, 14 December 
1919 

 

  

News Article #4, "Followed Wilson 
In Paris, Now Urge Him 
Not to Kill League", 
Hartford Courant, 15 
May 1920 

 

  

News Article #5, "League Would 
Mean War, Says Sen 
Brandegee", Hatford 
Courant, 15 October 
1920 

 

  

News Article #6, "The Allies and 
Germany", Hartford 
Courant, 8 March 1921 

 

  

News Article #7, "Capt Moody Tells 
of Vienna's Plight", 
Hartford Courant, 13 
March 1921 

 

  

News Article #8, "Brandegee 
Greeted in Senate As 
One of Party's Leaders:, 
Hartford Courant, 6 July 
1921 

 

  

 
 



 

 

Inside the Pages:  Advertisements - Illustrations - Soldier-Authored Material - The Sports Page - Women 
and the War Effort  

Behind the Scenes:  A Talented Editorial Staff - Military Censorship - The Self-Reported History of The 
Stars and Stripes - Complete Roster of Employees  

A World at War:  The American Expeditionary Forces - Timeline (1914 - 1921) - Historical Map   
 

  
  Timeline (1914 - 1921)  

 
[LUSITANIA, 1907-1914, New York 
City: broadside view, maiden voyage, 
crowd in foregrd.] 1907. George 
Grantham Bain Collection, Prints and 
Photographs Division, Library of 
Congress. LC-USZ62-55384 
 

 
[Infantry] advancing on path through 
barbed wire entanglements . . . 107th 
Inf., 27th Div., near Beauquesnes, 
Somme, France. September 13, 1918. 
John Joseph Pershing Collection, 
Prints and Photographs Division, 
Library of Congress. LC-USZ62-
87811 

   June 28, 1914 
Archduke Francis Ferdinand is assassinated.  

July 28, 1914 
Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia, beginning World War I.  

August 2-7, 1914 
Germany invades Luxembourg and Belgium. France invades Alsace. 
British forces arrive in France. Nations allied against Germany were 
eventually to include Great Britain, Russia, Italy, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, Rhodesia, Romania, Greece, France, Belgium, 
United States, Canada, Serbia, India, Portugal, Montenegro, and Poland.  

August 10, 1914 
Austria-Hungary invades Russia.  

September 9, 1914 
Allied forces halt German advance into France during First Battle of the 
Marne.  

February 18, 1915 
Germany begins naval blockade of Great Britain.  

April 25, 1915 
Allied forces land on the Gallipoli Peninsula of the Ottoman Empire.  

May 7, 1915 
German submarine sinks the passenger liner Lusitania during crossing 



 

 
Taking away the wounded in motor 
ambulance (Somme). Stereograph. 
Meadville, Pa.: Keystone View Co., 
c1918. Prints and Photographs 
Division, Library of Congress. LC-
USZ62-114922 
 

 
Verdun. Print (poster): lithograph. 
Maurice Toussaint. Paris: Cornille & 
Serre, [1919]. French World War I 
posters, Prints and Photographs 
Division, Library of Congress. LC-
USZC2-4113 
 

from New York to Liverpool, England, killing 128 Americans.  

 

May 23, 1915 
Italy declares war on Austria-Hungary.  

February 21, 1916 
Germany begins the attack on Verdun.  

May 31, 1916 
Naval Battle of Jutland takes place between British and German fleets.  

July 1, 1916 
Allied offensive begins the Battle of the Somme.  

December 18, 1916 
Battle of Verdun ends with 550,000 French and 450,000 German 
casualties.  

February 1, 1917 
Germany returns to unrestricted submarine warfare halted after the 
sinking of the Lusitania.  

February 3, 1917 
United States severs diplomatic relations with Germany.  

April 6, 1917 
The United States declares war on Germany.  

June 7, 1917 
General John J. Pershing, newly selected commander of the American 
Expeditionary Forces, arrives in England with his staff.  

June 24, 1917 
American combat forces arrive in France.  

December 15, 1917 
Russia signs armistice with Germany.  

January 8, 1918 
President Woodrow Wilson presents to Congress his outline of Fourteen 
Points required for peace.  

February 8, 1918 
The Stars and Stripes begins publication with a first issue of one 



 
[John Joseph Pershing . . . with eleven 
members of his staff, on deck of ship]. 
[between 1910 and 1920]. Prints and 
Photographs Division, Library of 
Congress. LC-USZ62-113652 
 

 
Another notch, Chateau Thierry - U.S. 
Marines. Print (poster): lithograph. 
Adolph Treidler, [1917]. Prints and 
Photographs Division, Library of 
Congress. LC-USZC4-10664 
 

thousand copies. Second Lieutenant Guy T. Viskniskki is the first 
managing editor of the newspaper.  

March 3, 1918 
Russia signs the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Germany.  

March 21, 1918 
Germany begins its final offensive of the war.  

March 1918 
American women recruited to serve as bilingual telephone operators for 
the AEF arrive in Europe.  

May 28, 1918 
United States forces are victorious in the Battle of Cantigny, the first 
independent American operation.  

June 2, 1918 
American forces stop German attempt to cross the Marne River at 
Chateau-Thierry.  

July 26, 1918 
The Stars and Stripes suspends the Sporting Page.  

September 12, 1918 
American First Army attacks St. Mihiel salient.  

September 26, 1918 
Allied forces begin the attack at Meusse-Argonne, the final offensive of 
the war.  

November 11, 1918 
Germany signs the Armistice at Compiègne, ending World War I.  

December 1918 
Harold Ross assumes editorship of The Stars and Stripes.  

December 1, 1918 
British and American forces enter Germany.  

December 16, 1918 
The Stars and Stripes War Orphans Adoption Campaign ends after 
raising 123,047 francs and placing 3,444 orphans for adoption.  

December 27, 1918 



 
St. Mihiel. Print (poster): lithograph. 
Maurice Toussaint. Paris: Cornille & 
Serre, [1919]. French World War I 
posters, Prints and Photographs 
Division, Library of Congress. LC-
USZC2-4112 
 

 
Woodrow Wilson. In album: 
Woodrow Wilson, Herbert E. French, 
National Photo Company, 1921. 
National Photo Company Collection, 
Prints and Photographs Division, 
Library of Congress. LC-USZ62-
113824 

Sporting Page returns to The Stars and Stripes.  

Jan. 18, 1919 
Peace conference begins at Paris.  

February 8, 1919 
First anniversary of The Stars and Stripes. Circulation surpasses 
500,000.  

February 14, 1919 
Draft of the covenant of the League of Nations is completed.  

June 13, 1919 
Last issue of The Stars and Stripes is published.  

June 28, 1919 
Allied and German representatives sign treaty of Versailles. The United 
States signs treaty of guaranty, pledging to defend France in case of an 
unprovoked attack by Germany.  

November 19, 1919 
United States Senate fails to ratify Treaty of Versailles.  

January 10, 1920 
Treaty of Versailles takes effect.  

March 19, 1920 
United States Senate fails to ratify Treaty of Versailles for the second 
time.  

August 24-29, 1921 
United States signs separate peace treaties with Germany, Austria, and 
Hungary.  

 
 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/sgphtml/sashtml/timeline.html 



 
Office of the Historian, United States Department of State 

The Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of Versailles 

The Paris Peace Conference was an international meeting convened in January 1919 at 
Versailles just outside Paris. The purpose of the meeting was to establish the terms of the 
peace after World War. Though nearly thirty nations participated, the representatives of 
Great Britain, France, the United States, and Italy became known as the “Big Four.” The 
“Big Four” would dominate the proceedings that led to the formulation of the Treaty of 
Versailles, a treaty that articulated the compromises reached at the conference. The 
Treaty of Versailles included a plan to form a League of Nations that would serve as an 
international forum and an international collective security arrangement. U.S. President 
Woodrow Wilson was a strong advocate of the League as he believed it would prevent 
future wars. 

 

Treaty of Versailles  

Negotiations at the Paris Peace Conference were not always easy. Great Britain, France, 
and Italy fought together during the First World War as Allied Powers. The United 
States, entered the war in April 1917 as an Associated Power, and while it fought on the 
side of the Allies, it was not bound to honor pre-existing agreements between the Allied 
powers. These agreements tended to focus on postwar redistribution of territories. U.S. 
President Woodrow Wilson strongly opposed many of these arrangements, including 
Italian demands on the Adriatic. This often led to significant disagreements among the 
“Big Four.” 

Treaty negotiations were also weakened by the absence of other important nations. 
Russia had fought as one of the Allies until December 1917, when its new Bolshevik 
Government withdrew from the war. The Allied Powers refused to recognize the new 
Bolshevik Government and thus did not invite its representatives to the Peace 
Conference. The Allies were angered by the Bolshevik decision to repudiate Russia’s 
outstanding financial debts to the Allies and to publish the texts of secret agreements 



between the Allies concerning the postwar period. The Allies also excluded the defeated 
Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, and Bulgaria). 

According to French and British wishes, Germany was subjected to strict punitive 
measures under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. The new German government was 
required to surrender approximately 10 percent of its prewar territory in Europe and all of 
its overseas possessions. The harbor city of Danzig (now Gdansk) and the coal-rich 
Saarland were placed under the administration of the League of Nations, and France was 
allowed to exploit the economic resources of the Saarland until 1935. The German Army 
and Navy were limited in size. Kaiser Wilhelm II and a number of other high-ranking 
German officials were to be tried as war criminals. Under the terms of Article 231 of the 
treaty, the Germans accepted responsibility for the war and, as such, were liable to pay 
financial reparations to the Allies, though the actual amount would be determined by an 
Inter-Allied Commission that would present its findings in 1921 (the amount they 
determined was 132 billion gold Reichmarks, or $32 billion, which came on top of an 
initial $5 billion payment demanded by the treaty). Germans would grow to resent these 
harsh conditions imposed by the Treaty of Versailles. 

 

Henry Cabot Lodge  

While the Treaty of Versailles did not present a peace agreement that satisfied all parties 
concerned, by the time President Woodrow Wilson returned to the United States in July 
1919, American public opinion was overwhelming in favor of ratifying the treaty, 
including the Covenant of the League of Nations. Nevertheless, in spite of the fact that 32 
state legislatures passed resolutions in favor of the treaty, there was intense opposition to 
it within the U.S. Senate. 

Senate opposition to the Treaty of Versailles cited Article 10 of the treaty, which dealt 
with collective security and the League of Nations. This article, opponents argued, ceded 
the war powers of the U.S. Government to the League’s Council. The opposition came 
from two groups: the “Irreconcilables,” who refused to join the League of Nations under 
any circumstances, and “Reservationists,” led by Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
Chairman, Henry Cabot Lodge, who were willing to ratify the treaty with amendments. 
While Lodge was defeated in his attempt to pass amendments to the Treaty in September, 
he did manage to attach 14 “reservations” to it in November. In a final vote on March 19, 



1920, the Treaty of Versailles fell short of ratification by seven votes. Consequently, the 
U.S. Government signed the Treaty of Berlin on August 25, 1921. This was a separate 
peace treaty with Germany that stipulated that the United States would enjoy all “rights, 
privileges, indemnities, reparations or advantages” conferred to it by the Treaty of 
Versailles, but left out any mention of the League of Nations, which the United States 
never joined.  

http://history.state.gov/milestones/1914-1920/ParisPeace 
 



Keeping the Treaty Hartford Courant 30 Jun 1919 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An Ex Governor Speaks Hartford Courant 14 Dec 1919 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Followed Wilson In Paris Now Urge Him Not to Kill League Hartford 
Courant 15 May 1920 
 
 
 
 
 
 



League Would Mean War Says Sen Brandegee Hartford Courant 15 Oct 
1920 
 
 
 
 
 
 



League Would Mean War Says Sen Brandegee Hartford Courant 15 Oct 
1920 (continued) 
 



The Allies and Germany Hartford Courant 8 Mar 1921  
 



 
The Allies and Germany Hartford Courant 8 Mar 1921 continued 



 
Capt Moody Tells of Vienna's Plight Hartford Courant 13 Mar 1921 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Capt Moody Tells of Vienna's Plight Hartford Courant 13 Mar 1921 
continued 



Brandegee Greeted in Senate As One of Partys Leaders Hartford Courant 6 
Jul 1921 

 
 
 
 
 



Brandegee Greeted in Senate As One of Partys Leaders Hartford Courant 6 
Jul 1921 (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brandegee Greeted in Senate As One of Partys Leaders Hartford Courant 6 
Jul 1921 (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brandegee Greeted in Senate As One of Partys Leaders Hartford Courant 6 
Jul 1921 (continued) 
 
 



Brandegee Greeted in Senate As One of Partys Leaders Hartford Courant 6 
Jul 1921 (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brandegee Greeted in Senate As One of Partys Leaders Hartford Courant 6 
Jul 1921 (continued) 
 
 


