Teaching American History Project

Analyzing Bias and Point of View
Interpreting Public Opinion of the Presidential Response to the Great Depression through Political Cartoons
By: Karen Diaz

Grade: 9-12

Length of Period: 1 class period

Inquiry: Students will analyze political cartoons of the Great Depression under the leadership of President Hoover and Roosevelt and compare and contrast the overall differences in how they were portrayed in the media. Students will be answering the essential question: ”What is the bias displayed in the political cartoons?”

Objectives:

Students will know and be able to:

· Analyze the political cartoons

· Detect the symbols cartoonists use to convey a particular point of view or bias

· Evaluate the accuracy of the policies and events to which it refers

· Compare and Contrast President Hoover and Roosevelt cartoons

Materials:

· Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

· Cartoons of President Hoover

· Political Cartoons of Franklin D. Roosevelt

· Creating a Visual Metaphor

Activities:

· Recall student knowledge about the Great Depression

· Project the first Hoover cartoon

· Handout Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

· Model for the class how to analyze a political cartoon by viewing the first Hoover cartoon and answering the questions on the worksheet together

· With a partner, chosen by me, they will fill out a worksheet for each of the six remaining cartoons (The compare and contrast section will be completed as a whole class activity after students have viewed all of the cartoons)

· Class will reconvene after approximately 30 minutes and we will discuss their analysis of the cartoons

· Compare and contrast the cartoons

· Closure: Ask students “What did they learn regarding bias and point of view in cartoons?” To help them reflect on this, hand out the Creating a Visual Metaphor Worksheet for homework. Students will need to create their own point of view through visual metaphors. We will use the worksheet as a topic for discussion the next day where they will begin to be asked to develop a visual metaphor for both Presidents Hoover and Roosevelt.

Assessment:

· Informal assessment comes from observation of students working with partners as they analyze the cartoons.

· Participation in partner and full group discussion

· Individual questions from students

· The worksheets will be collected at the end of the lesson for a formal assessment

CT State Standards:
· Cite evidence from a source to determine as author’s purpose and intended audience

· Analyze and explain multipurpose visual materials

· Ask relevant questions related to social studies/history to initiate, extend or debate a point of view during a discussion

· Create relevant visual social studies materials

· Use evidence to form an interpretation of a historical event

· Evaluate primary and secondary interpretations of a historical event

Name___________________

Date_______________
Channel____
Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

1. Describe what you see in the picture.
2. Which objects are symbols and what do they mean?
3. What historical event is the cartoon referring to?
4. Are there any dates in the cartoon or newspaper which might provide more insight into the meaning of the cartoon? Explain

5. What is the cartoonist point of view about the event or person? What evidence in the cartoon led you to this opinion?
6. Do you agree or disagree with the message of the cartoon? Explain

Compare and Contrast cartoons about President Hoover with that of President Roosevelt

1. How is President Roosevelt often portrayed compared to President Hoover?

2. What can be inferred about this portrayal?

3. How is bias displayed?

Political cartoon regarding Hoover’s reaction to stock market speculation.

· Date: December 19, 1929 

· Topic: Stock market 

· Library: Herbert Hoover Library 

· Collection: Political Cartoon Collection 

· Series: Chronological Files 

· Box Number: 12 

· Folder Title: 12/29/2006 

· Person: Herbert Hoover 

· Languages: English 

· Rights Status: Undetermined 

· Rights Object: Copyright holder is unknown 

www.presidentialtimeline.org/html/record.php?...


San Francisco Chronicle, October 5, 1932,

http://www.ecommcode.com/hoover/hooveronline/hoover_and_the_depression/admin_programs/group_index.cfm?GroupID=3
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Des Moines Register, October 27, 1931, "A new backbone seemed to be what was needed."

http://www.ecommcode.com/hoover/hooveronline/hoover_and_the_depression/admin_programs/group_index.cfm?GroupID=3
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http://hoover.archives.gov/education/cartoons.html
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http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/FDRfirst100.html
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http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/FDRcartoons.html
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http://www.nisk.k12.ny.us/fdr/FDRcartoons.html
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Creating a Visual Metaphor 

What is a metaphor?
A metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase that ordinarily designates one thing is used to designate another, making an implicit comparison.  (Use a form of the verb “to be” – is, was, were, are… - rather than using “like” or “as”.)

 

Examples

My US History classes are the sunshine in my day.

 

Historical metaphors:

During the Second World War, Germany’s submarines were menacing sharks, prowling the Atlantic.

The atmosphere in the twenties was a party.

The atmosphere in the thirties was a funeral.
 Transforming metaphors into VISUAL METAPHORS:

 Draw sharks (marked with swastikas) threatening the other Allied “fish” in the ocean.

  

Practice:

Practice your visual metaphors:

1. Create a metaphorical phrase using the following introductions

2. Sketch a visual for the  metaphor you created

3. Briefly explain your choice for the metaphor

 What metaphors can you create for the examples below?

 

1.                  Homework is ___________________________________________________.

2.                  Friends are  ____________________________________________________.

3.                  Ms Diaz is

       ____________________________________________.

4.                  Conscription was 

              ____________________________________________.

5.           The 1920’s were

               ____________________________________________.                 

